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A Treatise on Suits in Chancery; Setting forth the 
Principles, Pleadings, Practice, Proofs and Processes 
of the Jurisprudence of Equity; and Giving Numerous 
Illustrative Forms of Pleadings, Writs, Orders, Re- 
ports, Decrees and Other Proceedings in Suits in 
Chancery from Their Beginning to Their Ending; Be- 
sides Many Practical Suggestions for Solicitors and 
Masters. Second Edition. By Henry R. Gibson, A. M., 
LL. D. Knoxville, Tenn. : Gaut-Ogden Co. 1907. Pp. xx, 
1203. 

"Gibson's Suits in Chancery" has been the standard work on 
the equity jurisprudence and practice of Tennessee since it was 
first published in 1891, when the author was in the midst of his 
career as chancellor. The book before us is the second edition, 
enlarged and improved by the author's maturest thought. His 
strong philosophical bent of mind is apparent throughout, yet 
the intent and accomplishment of the book is eminently prac- 
tical, so that a balance of valuable qualities is secured to a 
degree that is most unusual. The scope of the work includes 
a complete treatise on equity jurisprudence, with special refer- 
ence to Tennessee, interwoven with everything of a practical 
nature, form, pleading, writ, order, or anything else that would 
serve in the practical enforcement of the rights and remedies 
set out, the whole made available by an excellent index. Such 
a scope inevitably results in a large book, and when we learn 
that, among other things, the concurrent jurisdiction of the 
Chancery Court of Tennessee includes "all suits to recover 
money due for work or labor done, or services rendered, or for 
the hire, rent, use, price or value of property, real or personal," 
we are constrained to wonder at the skill which compresses so 
much into little more than twelve hundred pages. Probably 
it was done by leaving out everything unnecessary. This re- 
veals large experience. It is a much to be regretted result of 
our federal system of diverse jurisdictions, that the value of 
so masterful a work must be limited in the main to a single 
state. 

S. B. S. 



Proceedings of the American Political Science Associa- 
tion at its Third Annual Meeting. Lancaster, Pa.: 
Wickersham Press. 1907. Pp. 258. 

The addresses reported in these Proceedings are written, 
as is of course to be expected from the purposes of the associa- 
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tion, from the point of view of an economist rather than from 
that of a lawyer. Nevertheless, even from the purely technical 
aspect several of the papers are of undoubted interest to the 
legal profession. This is especially true of William C. John- 
son's address on the Regulation of Life Insurance Companies. 
The discussion of the problems connected with colonial admin- 
istration are also worthy of consideration. The article of 
Charles Johnston (Bengal Civil Service, Retired) "Helping 
to Govern India," is not only illuminating as to the basis of 
some of England's administrative measures, but also decidedly 
entertaining. 

R. D. J. 



Probate Reports Annotated: Containing Recent Cases 
of General Value Decided in the Courts of the Sev- 
eral States on Points of Probate Law, with Notes and 
References. By Wm. Lawrence Clark, Vol. XI. New 
York: Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1907. Pp. xxiv, 736. 

The modern development of specialism in the law has pro- 
duced not only text-books on many of its particular branches, 
but, in increasingly great numbers, series of reports, devoted to 
one subject. Among the best of these are Probate Reports 
Annotated. Primarily, each volume consists of about a hun- 
dred cases on probate law, drawn from the recent decisions 
of the courts of last resort of the several states. Following 
each case is a copious note giving many citations on the same 
general subject covered by the case reported. At the end of 
the volume appears a section called "Memoranda of Other 
Recent Decisions," which gives an annual digest of the probate 
law of the United States. 

The careful selection of the cases printed in full insures that 
they are all important, and space will not permit here a dis- 
cussion of the points involved, but as an interesting example of 
the extent to which some courts will go in their endeavors to 
prevent the exercise of undue influence, the following is quoted 
from the syllabus of Edgerly v. Edgerly et al., 73 N. H., 407, 
and found on page 147 of the volume before us. 

"On application for probate of a will, the burden is on the 
proponent to show that the will was not the result of undue 
influence, so that a mere absence of evidence on such issue is 
fatal to the allowance of the will." 

S\ B. S. 



